Pursuing the prize

Philippians 3:12-21 Sun July 29, 2018 AM  

1 – ADMIT You are IN PROCESS (v12)

READ v-12-14 – MESSAGE - I'm not saying that I have this all together, that I have it made. But I am well on my way, reaching out for Christ, who has so wondrously reached out for me. Friends, don't get me wrong: By no means do I count myself an expert in all of this, but I've got my eye on the goal, where God is beckoning us onward—to Jesus. I'm off and running, and I'm not turning back

You Can’t be too small for God to use, but can be too BIG…

2. Be taken hold of by CHRIST JESUS (re-read v13) 

Good News - I keep striving to win the prize for which Christ Jesus has already won me to himself.

NEW REVISED STANDARD - I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.

3. Pursue the prize promised by God’s heavenly call in Christ Jesus (read v13-14 NLT below)

Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. (Phil. 3:13-14, NLT) 

A - DISABLE THE POWER OF PAST FAILURES AND MISTAKES 

“We must allow our failures to TEACH us but not TERRORIZE us” 


B – DISABLE THE POWER OF PRIDE THAT ACCOMPANIES SUCCESSES

Isaiah 43:18 "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See I am doing a new thing!"

C - Focus on the future with the eyes of FAITH (v14)

3 suggestions in v. 15-16 on how to be persistent. (read v15-16)
1) Don't become satisfied.

2) Be teachable. 

3) Be persistent. 

4.  Imitate Godly behavior (read v17)
5. IDENTIFY AND ENEMIES OF THE CROSS (read v18-19 below in MESSAGE)

MESSAGE – There are many out there taking other paths, choosing other goals, and trying to get you to go along with them. I’ve warned you of them many times; sadly, I’m having to do it again. All they want is easy street. They hate Christ’s Cross. But easy street is a dead-end street. Those who live there make their bellies their gods; belches are their praise; all they can think of is their appetites
DEFINED v19 - 


DESTINED FOR DESTRUCTION 


DRIVEN BY SENSUAL APPETITES 


DOXOLOGY IS IN THEIR SHAME 


DEDICATED TO MATERIAL THINGS

6.  LIVE AS ALIENS ON THIS EARTH (read v20-21)

JOHN MACARTHUR – “The believer’s new body will be like Christ’s after His resurrection and will be designed and adapted for heaven…”

APPLICATION & INVITATION: 
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