The Church is “PEOPLE ON MISSION”

Feb. 18, 2018 AM 

Mt. 16:13-20; Acts 2:41-47

In this order 


3 cartoons
competition

LITE church

FAITH boutique sign

1 – What is the CHURCH? 


Read Mt. 16:13-20 
2 – What is the purpose of the church? 

Rom. 12:4-5 – HCSB  Now as we have many parts in one body and all parts 

do not have the same function, in the same way we who are many are one body in Christ and individually members of one another. 

1 Cor. 12:27  -Now you are the body of Christ and individual members of it. 
Eph. 4:16 –“From Him (Jesus) the whole body fitted and knit together by every supporting ligament, promotes the growth of the body for building up itself in love by the proper working of each individual part.”

Mark 16:15 – “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to the whole creation.”

Mt. 28:19-20 – “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you.  And, remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

1 Peter 2:9 – But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession so that you may proclaim the praises of the ONE who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

Purpose of the church is to preach the Gospel, make disciples, proclaim the praises of Jesus to the World so that all people will come to know Him and become more like Him.

3 – Misconceptions about purpose thwarts Kingdom growth


A – Exists for the members 

B – Expectations of privileged membership 


C - Consumer mentality 


D - Safe place from the world 

4 – DISCIPLESHIP is what the church is all about 

Purpose – (earlier)– “to preach the Gospel, make disciples, proclaim the praises of Jesus to the World so that all people will come to know Him and become more like Him.”
Acts 2:44-47 - NLT - They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.


1 – Devoted to the apostles teaching 



2 – DEVOTED to FELLOWSHIP 



3 – DEVOTED TO PRAYER 

4 - AWE/REVERENCE OVER THE ACTIVITY OF GOD 


5 – GROWTH IN NUMBERS 

4 reasons why church not reaching people today: (Thom Rainer) 



1 – Demise of CULTURAL CHRISTIANITY






2 – inward focus 


3 – Busyness 


4 – POWER SHORTAGE 

Application:
2

