Following Jesus is not PART-TIME 

Jan. 14, 2018 AM

Mt. 4:18-22 

Read text – Mt. 4:18-22

 “The person who loves father or mother more than ME is not worthy of Me; the person who loves son or daughter more than ME is not worthy of me.  And whoever doesn’t take up his cross and FOLLOW ME is not worthy of Me.”  Mt. 10:37-38

Mt. 16:24 – Then Jesus said to His disciples, “if anyone wants to come with Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross and FOLLOW ME.”  

“If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?  As for you, FOLLOW ME.”  John 21:22 

1 – DECISION POINT 
Rom. 10:9-10 – If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 

MESSAGE - Say the welcoming word to God - "Jesus is my Master" - embracing, body and soul, God's work of doing in us what he did in raising Jesus from the dead. That's it. You're not "doing" anything; you're simply calling out to God, trusting him to do it for you. That's salvation.  With your whole being you embrace God setting things right, and then you say it, right out loud: "God has set everything right between him and me!" 

2 – FOLLOWING JESUS reflects the genuineness of the DECISION POINT 

John 17:3 – Jesus said – “This is eternal life that they may know You, the only true God and the One You have sent – JESUS CHRIST.”  

read Mt. 7:21-23

Heb. 3:6 – But Christ was faithful as a Son over His household.  And we are that household IF we hold on to the courage and the confidence of our hope.  

After I say “You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free”

John 8:31 - “If you continue in My Word (my logos), you really are My Disciples.” 

ATRobertson – “Your future loyalty to my teaching will prove the reality of your present profession. So the conclusion of this future condition is put in the present tense. As then, so now. We accept church members on profession of trust in Christ. Continuance in the word (teaching) proves the sincerity or insincerity of the profession. It is the acid test of life.”

“We become disciples at conversion, when we answer the call of Christ to follow Him.  Then we spent the rest of our lives becoming in reality what He called us to be.” Bill Hull 

Mt. 28:18-20 – “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have command you.  And, remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
3 – DISCIPLES are not BORN they are MADE 
A – We need to MAKE DISCIPLES 
B – Disciples are made IN relationships


C – Made with intentionality & priority 
INVITATION/APPLICATION: 

“A Christian is expected to be something; a disciple is expected to do something.” (Hull, p. 43) 
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