How to live pure & holy in a world that isn’t

Oct. 8, 2017 AM 

1 Peter 4:1-6

Some intro then………..

Carl Bernstein – “For the first time, the weird and the stupid and the coarse are becoming the cultural norm, even our cultural ideal.” 

Read 1 Peter 4:1-6 – NLT - So then, since Christ suffered physical pain, you must arm yourselves with the same attitude he had, and be ready to suffer, too. For if you have suffered physically for Christ, you have finished with sin.  You won’t spend the rest of your lives chasing your own desires, but you will be anxious to do the will of God.  You have had enough in the past of the evil things that godless people enjoy—their immorality and lust, their feasting and drunkenness and wild parties, and their terrible worship of idols.  Of course, your former friends are surprised when you no longer plunge into the flood of wild and destructive things they do. So they slander you.  But remember that they will have to face God, who stands ready to judge everyone, both the living and the dead.  That is why the Good News was preached to those who are now dead —so although they were destined to die like all people, they now live forever with God in the Spirit. 

1 – Some symptoms of our toxic culture: 

Judges 21:25  – “In those days there was no king in Israel, everyone did whatever he wanted.”  

2 – How did the toxins have so much influence in our culture?   


A – The slide into acceptance/approval of toxic sinful behavior 

Rom. 1:21-25 (emphasize as read) 

B – Actions are either godly or NOT 


1 – unrighteousness or ungodly 



2 – righteousness or godly 

Mt. 7:13-14 

C – The influence of the god of this world 

2 Cor. 4:4 – the god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ

Eph. 4:18-19 – “they are darkened in their understanding excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them and because of the hardness of their hearts.  They became callous and gave themselves over to promiscuity for the practice of every kind of impurity with a desire for more and more.”


D – The duplicity in the lives of Christ-followers

3 – How to live pure and holy in a world that is NOT


A – You must be born again –

“for I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”  (Mt. 5:20)

John 3:3 – “Unless someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom ofGod.” 

Turn to and read John 3:16-19


B – COMMIT how to be salt & light  
Mt. 5:13-16

C – constantly renewing your mind 

Read Rom. 12:1-2 

D – AFFIRM and REAFFIRM that you are a servant to JESUS 

E - when you fail it is not fatal – for you have an advocate – JESUS 


“But I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail.  And you when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”  Lk. 22:32
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