Life & Death are in the power of the TONGUE
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James 3:3-12 
Prov. 18:21 – Life and death are in the power of the tongue 
Read James 3:1-12 - 
1 – The power of the tongue (v3-5)

2 Chron. 6:36 - “There is no man who does not sin.”  

Eccl. 10:12 – The words from the mouth of a wise man are gracious but the lips of a fool consumer him 

Gen. 50:21 – “Therefore don’t be afraid.  I will take care of you and your little ones.  And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.” – brought comfort 

Job. 4:4 – Your words have steadied the one who was stumbling and braced the knees that were buckling. 

Pr. 15:1 – A gentle answer turns away anger, but a harsh word stirs up wrath 

Prov. 10:11 – The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but the mouth of the wicked conceals violence

2 – The tongue is a fire (v6)


A – 

B – 

C – 

Prov. 21:23 – The one who guards his mouth and tongue keeps himself out of trouble
Prov. 15:28 - “The mouth of the wicked blurts out evil things” 

Prov. 16:27 – “A worthless man digs up evil and his speech is like a scorching fire.” 

Prov. 10:19 – “the one who controls his lips is wise” 

Prov. 12:18 – There is one who speaks rashly, like a piercing sword; but the tongue of the wise brings healing 

3 – The tongue is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison (v8)
Ps. 140:3 – they make their tongues as sharp as a snake’s bit; viper’s venom is under their lips
4 – The basic conclusion is that no one can humanly tame the tongue 

5 – Taming the tongue is a spiritual problem & requires a spiritual solution 

A – How to handle WORDS said to you
Prov. 27:2 - Let another praise you and not your own mouth 



1 – TRUTH 
2 - TRASH 

B - SPEAK LIFE to others – build them up

Eph. 4:29 – no foul language is to come from your mouth, but only what is good for building up someone in need, so that it gives grace to those who hear. 

Rom. 14:19 – so then we must pursue what promotes peace and what builds up one another 

Rom. 15:2 – each one of us must please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 

1 Cor. 8:1 – love builds up……….

C - HEALTHY SELF-TALK 

Application: 
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