We are engaged in a battle

July 23, 2017 AM 

1 Tim. 4:1-5 
Some Barna reports - 

almost three in 10 (28%) practicing Christians strongly agree that “all people pray to the same god or spirit, no matter what name they use for that spiritual being.  May 2017

52 percent of practicing Christians strongly agree - Bible teaches “God helps those who help themselves.” – May 2017

only 1/3 of American adults report reading the Bible once a week or more.  NEARLY 1/3 (32%) of adults say they never read, listen to or pray with the Bible.  June 2016

Barna - March 2017 - # of those who love Jesus but not the church increasing

Cartoon – trouble with a friend 

Read 1 Tim. 4:1-5 - 

1 – A departure from BIBLICAL faith is prophesied 

Heb. 3:13 (HCSB) Watch out brothers, so that there won’t be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart that departs from the living God. 

1 John 2:19 – They went out from us, but they did not belong to us; for if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us.  However, they went out so that it might be made clear that none of them belongs to us. 
2 – The ministry of DECEITFUL SPIRITS AND THEIR TEACHINGS 

A – DECEITFUL SPIRITS & HYPOCRITICAL LIARS 


B – Their teachings
3 – Some characteristics of demonic teaching


A – DECEPTIVE 

Col. 2:8 – Be careful that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit based on human tradition, based on the elemental forces of the world and not based on Christ.




B – Demonic teaching promotes self not God’s plan 

C – Teaching expands or is contrary to the Word of God 

4 – Everything created by God is good (v4) 

Acts 10:12-15 (turn to) on screen  

Application – 
John 8:31-32 – “If you continue in My Word you really are MY Disciples.  You will know the truth and the truth will set you free.” 

2 Peter 3:17-18 – Therefore, dear friends, since you know this in advance, be on your guard, so that you are not led away by the error of lawless people and fall from your own stability.  But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity.  Amen!
2

