The Mystery of Godliness
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1 Tim. 3:14-16

2 Tim. 3:16-17 – COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE - Every scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for showing mistakes, for correcting, and for training character, so that the person who belongs to God can be equipped to do everything that is good. 

1 – The MISSION of the CHURCH (read v14-15)


A – The Church is “God’s household”   

Heb. 3:6 – But Christ was faithful as a Son over His household.  And we are that household if we hold on to the courage and the confidence of our hope.
Turn to and read - Eph. 2:19-22 
Gal. 6:10 – Therefore as we have opportunity, we must work for the good of all, especially for those who belong to the household of faith. 

1 Peter 2:5-10 – being building into a spiritual house – church is much more than a building – the family/household of God 

1 Cor. 12:27-28 – Now you are the body of Christ, and individual members of it.

1 Peter 4:10-11 – NIV – Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in it’s very form.  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.  If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” 


B – The church of the LIVING GOD 

Eph. 1:22 – And HE put everything under His feet and appointed Him (Jesus) as head over everything for the church, which is His body, the fullness of the One who fills all things in every way.

Eph. 5:25-7 – Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her to make her holy, cleansing her with the washing of water by the word.  He did this to present the church to Himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or anything like that, but holy and blameless.  


C – The church is the pillar and foundation of the truth 

“I will give you the keys of the kingdom in heaven, and whatever you bind on earth is already bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth is already loosed in heaven.” 
Mt. 16:19 


 
Eph. 3:10 – This is so God’s multifaceted wisdom may now be made known through the church to the rulers and authorities in the heavens.  

2 – The MESSAGE of the CHURCH (read v16)

the mystery of godliness is not a WHAT but a WHO…. 

Heb. 1:1-3 – Long ago, God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in different ways.  In these last days, He has spoke to us by His Son.  God has appointed Him heir of all things and made the universe through Him.  The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact expression of His nature, sustaining all things by His powerful word.  After making purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”

A - He appeared in a body 
John 1:1-4 – In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

HCSB - 1 John 2:23 - "No one who denies the Son can have the Father; he who confesses the Son has the Father as well.”  

HCSB - 1 John 4:2 - "This is how you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God.  But every spirit who does not confess Jesus is not from God.”   

B – Jesus was vindicated by the Spirit 
Rom. 4:25 – He was delivered us for our trespasses and raised for our justification 

Rom. 1:4 – who has been declared to be the powerful Son of God by the resurrection from the dead according to the Spirit of holiness.


C - Seen by angels   

D - Preached among the nations – the ETHNOS 

read Acts 2:8-11 

Mt. 24:14 – The good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed in all the world as a testimony to all nations. 

Rom. 10:12-13 – for there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, since the same Lord of all is rich to all who call on Him.  For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
Acts 10:34-35 – Then Peter began to speak: “Now I really understand that God doesn’t show favoritism, but in every nation the person who fears Him and does righteousness is acceptable to Him.


E - Believed on in the world 
PHOTO OF VARIOUS PEOPLE………… 


F - Taken up in glory – ascension 
INVITATION/APPLICATION
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